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1.5 Million Ontarians with disabilities are counting on you this election.

file_2.png

file_3.wmf

	Should people with disabilities be able to shop in stores, ride public transit and eat in restaurants with their friends and families?
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	Should kids with disabilities have access to a good education and be able to play in parks with friends? 
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	Should people with disabilities have the same access to health care and post-secondary education as everyone else?
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Should qualified people with disabilities get the same chance to work as all other Ontarians?

Like everyone, Ontarians with disabilities want to go out with friends, go to school, get jobs and participate in all aspects of life. Many can't.  Unnecessary barriers stop them from fully participating. 
Most people develop some form of disability as they age. If barriers are prevented and removed today, it will help you tomorrow.
WHAT CAN WE DO TO MAKE ONTARIO BARRIER-FREE?
In 2005 Ontario finally got a new Disability Act, but its implementation has been toothless. 
For example, a 2006 Human Rights Tribunal ruling gave the Toronto Transit Commission 30 days to start announcing all bus stops to assist blind passengers. At the same time the McGuinty government is circulating a proposal under the Disability Act that would let other cities stall 18 years before providing this obvious, simple accommodation. 
This means we must repeatedly fight discrimination cases all over Ontario just to get the same access we won in Toronto. With the new Disability Act we weren’t supposed to need to do this.
What’s worse, last year the McGuinty Government passed the widely-criticized Bill 107. Before Bill 107, discrimination victims had the right to have the Human Rights Commission publicly investigate their discrimination cases, and publicly prosecute them if there’s enough proof. 
Under Bill 107, discrimination victims must investigate and prosecute their own human rights cases. The McGuinty Government promised free lawyers for all discrimination victims. Yet its under-funded new Legal Support Centre can’t provide lawyers in all cases. 

Ontario’s next government must: 
	Overturn Bill 107 to fully restore the Human Rights Commission.

Put teeth into the implementation of the new Disabilities Act. 
Ask the candidates in your riding to promise this. Let them know it's important to you in deciding on your vote. 

WHERE DO THE PARTIES STAND?
LIBERALS: They passed the Disabilities Act, but implemented it ineffectively. They’ve pledged to take steps to improve its implementation. They passed Bill 107 weakening the Human Rights Commission, and won’t repeal it.  They shut down promised public hearings on that bill, muzzling discrimination victims who opposed it.   
PCs: They voted for the Disabilities Act and promise to strengthen its implementation. They voted against Bill 107’s weakening the Human Rights Commission, and promise to repeal Bill 107.
NDP: They voted for the Disabilities Act and promise to strengthen its implementation. They voted against Bill 107’s weakening the Human Rights Commission, and promise to repeal Bill 107.
The non-partisan Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act Alliance believes Ontario will benefit when barriers are removed and prevented.  
Your vote can help make Ontario barrier-free for 1.5 million people with disabilities.
Visit www.aodaalliance.org for more information.


